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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Thomas W. Riggs (October 17, 1873 – January 16, 1945) was an engineer who supervised 
the Alaska-Canada Boundary Survey which concluded in 1912, later serving as the 
Commissioner of the Alaska Engineering Commission overseeing the construction of 
the Alaska Railroad.  Mr. Riggs participated, with James Wickersham, in the 1915 
Tanana Chiefs Conference in Fairbanks.  He was appointed Governor of the Alaska 
Territory in 1918, serving until 1921.  Riggs later served as the Commissioner of the 
International Boundary Commission.  
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENTS NOTE 
 

This collection consists of Governor Riggs’ personal hand written diaries, 1918 through 
1924.  Significant events discussed in the diaries include the influenza outbreak of 1918, 
World War I, the sinking of the Princess Sophia, and the development of the Alaska 
Territorial Library and Museum.  
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